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By GRANT SEGALL

PLAIN DEALER REPORTER

T.RICHMOND HEIGHTS —
From Peru to E. 9th St., Arleen M.
Alvarez kept finding ways to help
other people. “When she spoke,
things got done,” her sister, Ber-
nice Bell, said :
yesterday.

.. Mrs. Alvarez
spent two years
with t,he Peace
Corps in Peruy,
organizing and
running medical
facilities. She
Hjarried a Peru-
vian, Ramon F,
Alvarez, and set-
tled with him in Alvarez
Richmond

Heights.

 Mrs. Alvarez taught art in local
schools and helped taxpayers and
colleagues at the Internal Reve-
nue Service. She won many hon-
ors, including the IRS’ regional
equal employment opportumty
&Ward

“You can’'t enact change by
putting a dollar in a church bas-
ket,” she once told a local news-
paper. “You must become friends
of poor people.”

Mrs. Alvarez died Friday at Co-
rinthian Skilled Nursing Center
in Westlake after a four-month
bout with cancer. She was 55.

Mrs. Alvarez was born in War-
ren and received a bachelor’s de-
gree in education from Notre
Dame College. She ran the art de-
partment at Diehl Junior High
School in Cleveland, then substi-
tuted in the Richmond Heights
schools. ,

_She joined the Cleveland IRS
office in 1984. There she was a
customer service representative,
an instructor to her colleagues,
the office’s equal employment op-
portunity officer and member-
ship chairwoman of the Associa-
tion for the Improvement of

- Minorities and IRS.

Mrs. Alvarez exhibited oil
paintings and gave many away to

friends. She also sang in the choir
of St. John Catholic Cathedral.

She helped organize a local
chapter of the Return Volunteer
Association for former Peace
Corps workers and was named
the association’s regional volun-
teer of the year.

“She was on the board of the
Commission for Catholic Commu-
nity Action, volunteered for Habi-
tat for Humanity and helped
many other civic groups.

She was working toward a mas-
ter’s degree in counseling at Case
Western Reserve University.

Mrs. Alvarez is survived by her
husband; sons, Ramon F. Jr. and
Alexander L., both of Cleveland;
daughter, Jacqueline M. of Hart-
ford, Conn.; her parents, Joseph
H. and Agnes M. Colson of War-
ren; and seven sisters.

A funeral service will he at 9:30
a.m. tomorrow at St. Paschal Bay-
lon Catholic Church, 5384 Wilson
Mills Rd., Highland Heights. .

DeJohn-Flynn-Mylott Funeral
Homeé is handling arrangements.



